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and belonging only by some vague and shadowy claims to a
savage tribe dwelling perhaps in another territory, hundreds
of miles away. Perhaps, in the past they had conquered it
from some other tribe by ruthless massacre, but they had
never tilled its soil, or made their homes by its lakes and
forests. Were the eager and enterprising farmers who were
coming over in increasing numbers, and who had already
founded the city of Wellington, to be kept within narrow
boundaries while all this good earth lay unoccupied ?

Captain Hobson himself was doing very little in the way
of purchasing land, even according to the letter of his famous
treaty. He had certainly obtained a fine site for the founda-
tions of a city at Auckland, to which other colonists were now
coming, but the Government allowed him only a beggarly
sum for acquiring new ground from the natives, and he seemed
determined to thwart (so it seemed to the New Zealand
Association) all Wakefield's own efforts in this direction. It
may easily be imagined that there were very strained relations
between Colonel Wakefield and Governor Hobson.*

Poor Hobson was stricken down by partial paralysis at an
early stage of his office, but held on manfully to his duties,
and was not less resolute because an invalid. Troubles
crowded upon him as well as upon his political opponent. At
times it seemed as if a native war were inevitable. Rauparaha,
the old fighting chief, considered the rights of his tribe were
outraged by some claims of Colonel Wakefield, and boldly
threatened to fight the English.

In an address to his tribe, and in the hearing of Mr. E. J.
Wakefield, he swore that if all his warriors deserted their terri-
tory at the bidding of the Pakeha he would stay in defence of
his land.

lGoj all of youl* he cried with violence to the assembled
tribe, * Take your children on your backs. Go, and leave my

* It should be said here that in 1840 the latter was promoted to be
instead of Lieutenant-Governor, New Zealand being made
ew Soutk Wales.